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From the Editors' Desks
BY TAMARA L. JETTON AND LEONIE

M.

RosE

D

uring this summer as we were working on the articles for publication in this issue, we were keenly
awaiting the arrival of the International Reading Association's new Standards for Reading Professionals,
Revised 2010 (2010). These standards are the key to moving us forward in the profession as educators
adapt to the new challenges of creating a literate society. Reading Today (2010) provides an overview of each
standard and includes interesting viewpoints from those educators involved in the long revision process of
three years. These standards include:
Standard 1: Foundational Knowledge, knowledge of theory and research-based reading instruction and
pedagogy.
Standard 2: Curriculum and Instruction, knowledge of instructional practices, materials and
curriculum that enhance student literacy
learning.
Standard 3: Assessment and Evaluation, the
importance of multiple assessment practices,
both formative and summative, to inform
educators of students' literacy learning.
Standard 4: Diversity, students engaging in
literacy practices that value the various differences in society in order to enhance social
justice.
Standard 5: Literate Environment, providing a
social environment in which students are differentially engaging in online and traditional
literacy methods.
Standard 6: Professional Learning and Leadership, educators engaged in collaborative
learning and leadership to enhance the
literacy learning of the students with whom
they teach.
As we read various e-mails and documents highlighting these standards, we began to realize that
the articles in this issue give us a view of these standards through the focus and content of the authors'
research. For example, Megan Greene's article
focuses on one aspect of the foundational knowledge
(Standard 1) that educators must possess in order
to be successful literacy educators, comprehension. However, she provides new insights into this
well-researched area by examining comprehension
with diverse students with special needs (Standard
4) and investigating online literacy environments
(Standard 5). Similarly, Vanessa Morrison and
Stephanie Okonkowski examine another facet of
foundational knowledge for literacy professionals,
vocabulary (Standard 1). They focus their research
on an effective instructional practice, the read-
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aloud, to teach vocabulary in a variety of different
ways (Standard 2).
Once again we have the second article by Tanya
Christ and Ron Cramer's 3-part series concerning the
use of the informal reading inventory. Their focus
in this article is the assessment of comprehension
(Standard 1). Through their article, we learn about
the various ways that an informal reading inventory
approaches the assessment of comprehension so that
educators can use multiple measures to understand
how students comprehend (Standard 3). Lastly,
Elizabeth Stolle examines one English teacher as she
attempts to change the literacy environment of her
classroom through the use of technology. Thus, this
teacher is working on Standard 2 to infuse a new curriculum with technology in order to create a literate
environment (Standard 5) that reflects the current
digital literacies available to students as they learn.
As we read all of the offerings of our authors in this
issue, we encourage you to join these authors in the
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collaborative dialogue that this journal offers. These
authors are taking a lead in our literacy community
by offering these researched topics, so educators can
ponder the ideas and engage in fruitful discussion
about these literacy topics. As we do this, we are all
engaged in the collaborative professional learning
that is the foundation of Standard 6. We encourage
you to contribute to this standard by submitting your
own research to this journal.
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